
 

 

20th January 2023 
Issue 470 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

I know many of you will be aware of the proposed strike action of the National Education 
Union. The first scheduled date is 1st February. They, and other education unions, have 
grievances over the recent pay award and this is mirrored by other public service workers 
too.   
 

The Department for Education has released guidance which is not binding on schools. 
However, some key sections which will be useful for you to know: 
 “All school-registered children of compulsory school age in classes open on days when strike action is being 
  taken are still required to attend school, regardless of parental choice or the closure of other classes in the 
  school.”  
 “Where schools must restrict attendance, they should consider, where possible, providing remote   
  education.” Walkwood’s home learning covers this even if it is not ‘teaching by video’, as it provides  
  resources in other ways.  
 “There is no legal requirement to teach the curriculum on strike days.” 
 Teaching staff “cannot be compelled to provide cover for other teachers during industrial action.” 
 The school’s Health & Safety “responsibilities could be impacted on as a result of industrial action.” 
 “Schools may choose to bring together groups and classes with teachers and support staff working together, 
  as long as pupils’ health and safety is ensured.” However, there are constraints on physical space too. 
 “There is no express right for a member of the public who is affected by a lawful strike to receive financial  
  compensation.” 
  

At the moment, we are scoping what is feasible and shall let you know on the afternoon of Tuesday 24th 
January. This will mean you have one week notice before the first strike day. Please be mindful that the 
situation in each school will be different.  
 

I understand that this situation may be frustrating, and ask that all members of our school community 
continue to honour one another.  
 

 

Rev. C. Leach, Principal 
 

  In the world you have distress. But be encouraged!       John 16: 33 

This week’s theme was: 
Philanthropy 
 
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, gener-
osity, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control.  There is no law 
against such things.  
 
Galatians 5:22  
 
 

Lord God, We thank you for the 

blessings on our lives. We praise 

your name and ask that we may 

also bless others. Let us know 

when is the right time to give and 

when is the right time to bless in 

other ways. Let us be aware of 

the welfare of others, knowing 

when they need support. Let oth-

ers be open to the support from 

us and the support from you. In 

your name, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Whole school Attendance  

96.25% 

 

  Whole School Target  

95.6% 
 

09.01.23-13.1.23 
 

Year 5  97.74 % 

 Year 6  94.64 % 

 Year 7  97.53  % 

 Year 8  95.97 % 



 

 

 

For the week ahead 

The Fruit of Faith 

is: Inclusiveness 

He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends 

rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  

  

Matthew 5:45  

The assembly 

theme will be: 
Our Monarchy 

Respect and serve the Lord!  Your reward will be wealth, a long 

life, and honour.  

Proverbs 22:4  

We ask your thoughts and prayers in the week ahead for: 

The weekend Public services Monday 
The extreme weather spread 

across Europe 

Tuesday 
The Diocese of Worcester Educa-

tion team 
Wednesday 

Those researching new ways to 

help the environment 

Thursday Local businesses in Redditch Friday Ongoing international wars 

Serra de São 
Macário, 
Portugal 



 

 

School uniform expectations: 

We are proud of the high expectations that we hold for our pupils including the expectations for school uniform. 

We want all of our pupils to take pride in their appearance and to represent our school in such a smart way. We are very 

proud of how the majority of pupils come into school every day... jumpers on, correct uniform, ties fastened smartly and 

their shiny school shoes. 

However, we have noticed a small minority of pupils wearing trainers over the last few months. Trainers including all black 

sports shoes are not permitted in school. We understand that some sport shops advertise the following as school shoes, 

however they are not part of our school uniform.  

 
 

Please see the below document available on our website which demonstrates what is and what is not acceptable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have an expectation that all pupils will adhere to our school uniform policy.  

We understand that post Christmas finances can be a strain so we are not expecting parents to go out and purchase new 

shoes immediately however we do require uniform to be rectified by Monday February 6th 2023. 

We have a stock of shoes in school that pupils will be asked to change into from that date onwards if their shoes do not 

meet our requirements.  

Please do speak with your child's Pastoral Manager or College Leader if there are any problems with gaining school shoes 

by this time. We will try and assist you as much as we can. 

Thank you for your support in this matter. 



 

 

 
 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

for 11.12.2022 - 18.01.2023         

 
Congratulations to: 
 

Top Girl   
 

Sarah McKay  (Year 6 AJMA) - who has read  630,673 words . 
 

Top Boy 
 

Stanley Sole  (Year 6 ARCO) - who has read  319,561 words.                             

 

Well done -  3 merits will be awarded to you both. 
 

Keep reading Walkwood, next week it could be YOU … 



 

 

For information about the curriculum for each year group, please select: 

Year 5     Year 6   Year 7   Year 8 

For information about specific curriculum subjects, you will find the calendars here: 

Art and Technology Computing Drama English French Mathematics 

Music Physical Education  Science  Spiritual & Social Education 

Additionally, for Careers 
 
For the overall rationale for the way we have put the curriculum together, or for how the 
pastoral system operates,  please select: 

Curriculum Rationale   Pastoral Strategy 

The following information concerns how we continue to ensure that pupils are cared for within our 

school: 

Early help:  https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/19c6-Early%20Help%20Offer.pdf   

E-safety:  https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/E-Safety  

Anti-bullying:  https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/f2c9-Anti-bullying%20Policy.pdf  

Attendance: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/53d7-Attendance%202018.pdf  

Prevent:  https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/25a5-Prevent%20Policy%202019.pdf  

Safeguarding: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Safeguarding-and-Child-Protection  

   https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/a297-Safeguarding%20Policy%202019.pdf  

Relationships and Sex Education: https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/9ca0-Relationships%20and%

20Sex%20Education%20Policy%202019.pdf  

https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-5
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-6
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-7
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Year-8
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Art
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Computing
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/drama
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/English
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Modern-Languages
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Mathematics
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Music
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Physical-Education
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Science
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Spiritual-Social-Education
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/careers
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/curriculumrationale
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/a9c7-Pastoral%20strategy%20for%20website.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/19c6-Early%20Help%20Offer.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/E-Safety
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/f2c9-Anti-bullying%20Policy.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/53d7-Attendance%202018.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/25a5-Prevent%20Policy%202019.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Safeguarding-and-Child-Protection
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/a297-Safeguarding%20Policy%202019.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/9ca0-Relationships%20and%20Sex%20Education%20Policy%202019.pdf
https://www.walkwoodms.worcs.sch.uk/Content/files/9ca0-Relationships%20and%20Sex%20Education%20Policy%202019.pdf


 

 

Each week, there is a word displayed here.  If the pupils have a go at the tasks below 

linked to the weekly word, they will earn a point from their tutor. Once per fort-

night the tutor will go through the previous two weeks’ words and pupils will work 

collaboratively exploring their meanings, features and usage. 

1. What word class is this word? Could it belong to more than one word class?  

2. How many syllables does it have?  

3. Write the dictionary definition(s) of this word, using your own words.  

4. What are the synonyms for the word?  

5. What are the antonyms for the word?  

6. Write four sentences, each containing the word.   

 

Vary the type of sentence each time: write one as a statement; one as a question; one as a com-

mand and one as an exclamation sentence.  

For example, if the Word of the Week were exhilarated:   

Statement:  Sam is feeling exhilarated this morning.  



 

 

 
  Before School  

7:45am – 8:45am  
Lunchtime  

12.15 – 1.00pm  
After School  

3:30pm – 4:45pm  

Monday    Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/
CMI  

  
Recorder Club, Music Room, GLA, 12.45pm-1pm. 

All welcome. We have instruments for those 
that need them. See Mrs Laishley to sign up. 

  

Year 5 dodge ball Monday 9th January – Mon-

day 23rd January. 

 Year 6 dodge ball Monday 30th January – Mon-

day 13th February. 

Sign up only. Meet in changing rooms RDJ/ 

PMC 
Tuesday     Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/

CMI  
  

Choir, Music Room, GLA, 12.35pm-1pm. 
All welcome. 

First sitting lunch pass required. See Mrs Laish-
ley to sign up. 

year 6 gymnastics Tuesday 10th January – Tues-

day 24th January (Max 26)        

Year 5 gymnastics Tuesday 31st January – Tues-

day 14th February (Max 26) 

Run by gymnastics coach and KRE. Sign up 

only. Meet in changing rooms 

  

Keyboard Club: 3.30pm - 4.15pm. Limited spac-

es. Sign up required. Priority given to those 

who did not gain a place last term. 
Wednesday    Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/

CMI  
  
  

Reading club, room 18, duration of lunch, JWa 
  

Core Reading Club, Room 15, duration of lunch, 
Mrs Shanley  - Invite only 

KS3 dodgeball Wednesday 11thJanuary, 18thJan-

uary, 1st February. Sign up only. RMA/LWO 

 KS3 dance Wednesday 11thJanuary, 18th Janu-

ary,  1st February , 8th February. Sign up on-

ly. KRE 

  

Ukulele Club: 3.30pm - 4.15pm. Limited spaces, 

sign up required. 

No PE Clubs Wednesday 25th 

January due to parents even-

ing. 

Thursday  
  
  
  

  Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/
CMI  

  
  

Science Homework Drop In – Computing (Year 
7 and 8) 

  
Drama Club. Sign up and parental permission 

needed. 30 spaces available. 
Sign up only 

PAL/DDE 
  
Sean Paul Dance academy 
Year 5 Thursday 12th January – Thursday 26th 
January. Sign up only. Meet in changing rooms. 
Year 6 Thursday 2nd February – Thursday 16th 
February. Sign up only. Meet in changing 
rooms. 
  
ART CLUB until February half term. Parents 
have been emailed for those chosen. Every 
Thursday apart from 19th Jan and 9th February 
in DT2 
MGR 

Friday  
  

  
  

  Lunch Club, Room 20, duration of lunch, KCR/
PWE 

 

No PE Clubs Wednesday 25th January due to parents evening.  



 

 

                                                           ●  
Fully booked                                                                                                                                 * Current estimated cost 

Date Year group Day trip? Residential? Cost Destination 

07/07 - 
10/07/2023 5  

●  
  ✓ £250 Brecon Beacons 

See below  6 ✓  £38 * Blackwell  

30/06 -
03/07/2023 

7  ✓ £285 
Osmington Bay  

Activity Park 

19/07/2023 8 ✓  £40 * Drayton Manor 

04/02 - 
11/02/2023 6,7,8 

●  
  ✓ £1360 

Obertauern,  

Austria 

For the Year 6 trips, these will go out on the following days: 

Wed June 7 6c1 & 6c2 

Thu June 8 6c3 & 6e1 

Fri June 9 6e2 & 6e3 



 

 

 

 

2 

0 

2 

3 

Wednesday 25 January Y6, Y8 Parents’ Evening 4.00 -7.00pm 

Monday 20– Friday 24 February  Half Term 

Friday 31 March End of Term 

Monday 17 April  Staff Development Day 

Tuesday 18 April First day of the Summer Term 

Monday 1st May Bank holiday 

Monday 8th May  Bank holiday 

Monday 29 May - 2 June Half Term 

Wednesday 14 June Y5, Y7 Parents’ Evening 4.00 - 7.00pm  

Thursday 22 June Y5, Y7 Parents’ Evening 4.00 - 7.00pm 

Friday 21 July End of Term 

  Date Event 


